
Start at the Bus Loading area, you will move in a clockwise rotation throughout the field trip 
1st rotation: 9:15-9:55am, 2nd rotation: 9:55-10:35am, 3rd rotation: 10:35-11:15am  
Lunch and story time at the Eanes History Center: 11:15-12pm 
Restrooms are located in the cafeteria/gym across from Rock Schoolhouse



The Eanes Marshall House 
and Smith Creek

Viola Eanes married Hudson Boatner Marshall in 1885.  They lived on the Eanes 
Marshall Ranch, which today extends from the Lost Creek neighborhood all the 
way over to the HEB and Saint John Neumann Catholic Church.  When the land 
was sold by the Marshall family, the house was moved to the Eanes Elementary 
property to preserve our community’s history. Today we will step back in time 
and see how the pioneers of  the Eanes area lived long ago. We will see many old 
things that are artifacts from the 1800s.  We must be very respectful to protect the 
history of  our community by not touching the items in the house. 

Continue standing in front of  the house….



Eanes Marshall House
• Robert Eanes bought his ranch land 

from his brother Alexander in 1872. 
Robert and his wife Eliza, along 
with their eight children, traveled to 
Texas by wagon from Mississippi. 
Robert’s daughter Viola was 7 years 
old when they arrived in Texas. She 
grew up and married into the 
Marshall family. This home was on 
the Eanes Marshall Ranch. In 2001, 
the Eanes Marshall Ranch House 
was moved to the Eanes Elementary 
campus in order to preserve history.  

• Students should take a picture of  
the exterior of  the Eanes Marshall 
house.   

Continue standing in front of  the house….. 



Exterior of  Eanes Marshall House

Cedar was the type of  wood used to 
build the house. Cedar trees were a 
natural resource for the pioneer 
families.  Many people made their 
living by cutting cedar trees and 
making lumber and charcoal.  Do we 
still have cedar trees in our area 
today?  Yes, they are all over Austin.  
Many people are allergic to cedar 
pollen and suffer from Cedar Fever.

Chimneys were very important to a pioneer home. 
Fireplaces provided heat and a place for cooking 
for the family. The chimney was made of  stone to 
prevent the spreading of  fires. 

The porch upstairs was used for sleeping on hot 
summer nights. There was no air conditioning 
or fans in those days.

Does this house look large enough for your 
family? What about a family of  10 like the 
Eanes family? Families spent most of  
their time outdoors. People rarely had 
their own bedrooms.

Look to the right of  the 
house.  You can see a 
small building.  Do you 
know what that is?  It 
is the outhouse.  
Indoor plumbing did 
not exist in 1872, so 
there were no indoor 
bathrooms. The family 
restroom was outside 
the house in its own 
little building. The 
bamboo you see all 
around is not a native 
plant to Texas, so it did 
not exist in the pioneer 
days.  

Continue standing in front of  the house…..



Smith Creek 
While standing in front of the Eanes Marshall House, turn around to face 
the bridge on the other side of the street.  Point out that this is Smith 
Creek. Please do not cross the street because cars move quickly through 
this area.

Do you remember Smith Creek from your Eanes History map?  The 
Martinez Ranch was located just on the other side of  this bridge.The Eanes 
school children probably played in this creek on warm days. The creek’s 
history goes back long before the Eanes family arrived. This creek was a 
favorite Indian campsite. The Indians made arrowheads from flint rock 
found in the creek. The Tonkawa Indian tribe lived along Smith Creek. 
They hunted, fished, and gathered herbs, roots, fruits, nuts, and berries 
along the creek. They used deer and buffalo hides to make tipis, clothing, 
weapons, ropes, tools, and for food. When the pioneers arrived, the 
Tonkawas traded with the white settlers, mostly with animal hides. Indian 
arrowheads were found along this creek for many years.  Most have been 
found, and some are displayed in our Eanes history museum. 

A stone called slate was found in Smith Creek and other creeks. Slate is a 
gray, green metamorphic rock that could easily be split into smooth, flat 
pieces.  Children would use the flat slate as their writing tablets or very 
own chalkboards. Limestone is another rock that can be found all over the 
Eanes area. Small chunks of  limestone would be used as chalk.  This is 
another example of  natural resources being used by pioneers. 

Remember, creek water was important to the settlers. They used the water 
for drinking, watering their animals,  watering their crops, washing 
clothes, cooking, and bathing.  Smith Creek water was not used for 
drinking by settlers because it was considered dirty due to runoff.  

Students take a picture of  
the Smith Creek bridge 
while standing in front of  
the Eanes Marshall House.

Now enter the downstairs of  the Eanes Marshall house…



Once inside the Eanes Marshall house living room:

Locate the photo of  the Eanes 
Marshall House.  What looks 
different from this photo and 
where we are now? (There is an 
additional side room in the 
photo.)

Does this room seem like it 
would be a warm place to be 
in the winter? What do you 
notice about the walls and 
the floors?  Does the 
furniture look comfortable?  
Where do you think they got 
their furniture?

Notice the hanging rack:  Why 
would hats be important to the 
pioneers? (Hats keep the heat in 
your body in the winter and 
prevent the body from overheating 
in the summer. Ladies also wanted 
to keep their faces from freckling 
from the sun by wearing a bonnet.)

The Eanes family built their 
first home on their ranch in 
1872.  Sixty-one years later in 
1933, electricity came to the 
Eanes area when local 
citizens strung electricity 
poles throughout the 
community.  

Students should take a picture 
of  the following: 
• Something that is very 

different from their own 
house 

• Something that is no longer 
used by people today 

• Something you wonder about 
Remain in the living room….



This is a cedar chest.  Pioneers kept special 
items they did not want to ruin inside the chest. 
The cedar wood prevented insects from 
damaging items and it kept items dry. Why do 
you think these items were considered special?

This is a spinning wheel.  Wool from 
sheep or cotton from the cotton plant 
were combed and stretched.  Next the 
fibers were twisted into yarn on the 
spinning wheel so that it could be 
made into fabric.

This is a cotton plant.  The 
white cotton was pulled off  
the plant and stretched on 
card paddles to prepare it for 
yarn making.

These are carding combs. 
Two paddles were used to pull 
the wool or cotton until it was 
stretched by the wire teeth on 
the comb.  This process also 
cleaned the cotton. Then it 
was twisted into yarn on the 
spinning wheel.

Students should take  a picture 
showing the stages of  the cloth-
making process.

Remain in the living room….



The fireplace or hearth 
located in the living room

The fireplace was the most important feature of  the home. It was the only 
source of  heat for the family.  It provided warmth from the cold and a place to 
cook. Many cold nights were spent with the whole family nestled around the 
hearth. Think about how cold an Austin winter night can be and how drafty 
these walls and windows are in the Eanes Marshall house. The fireplace 
bellows were a tool that helped ignite a fire by blowing air directly onto the fire 
without dangerously spreading embers.

Remain in the living room…..



Handmade Toys in the  
living room 

TOYS WERE MADE FROM THE NATURAL RESOURCES FOUND IN THE AREA.  
WOODEN TOYS WERE CARVED OUT OF CHUNKS OF WOOD OR STICKS FOR 
PIONEER CHILDREN.  CORN HUSKS LEFT OVER FROM THE CORN CROPS 
WERE MADE INTO DOLLS.  CLOTH DOLLS WERE MADE FROM FABRIC WOVEN 
ON THE LOOM AND ALSO FROM FLOUR SACKS BOUGHT IN TOWN.  FLOUR 
FOR BAKING WAS OFTEN SOLD IN COLORFUL FABRIC BAGS AND PIONEER 
WOMEN USED THE BAGS FOR making QUILTS, TOYS, AND CLOTHES. 
PIONEERS NEVER WASTED ANYTHING. 

                        Enter the Kitchen Area…..

Take a picture of  a toy you 
would like to play with or 
you find interesting.



Eanes Marshall house Kitchen 

Kitchens were a busy place in a pioneer home.  Do you see a sink and water 
faucet?  No, the pioneers had to take a bucket to a well outside or to a nearby 
creek to get water for cooking and washing.  Water had to be heated in heavy 
pots on the fireplace or on the stove in order to have hot water. Before 1900, 
women would cook all meals in heavy iron pots over the fire in the living room 
fireplace. After 1900, some families bought a wood-burning cookstove like the 
one here.  What is the biggest difference you notice from the stoves today? Our 
stoves are electric or gas operated. This stove burned wood in order to create 
heat. Families had to spend a lot of  time cutting wood for cookstoves and 
fireplaces. The cabinet of  shelves is the pioneer pantry.  Glass jars containing 
fruits and vegetables were boiled and sealed airtight.  This kept the food from 
spoiling. The kitchen tools on the other shelf  are all made of  metal by pioneers.  
Take a look at the tools and guess their uses.

Remain in the kitchen…..



Doing the laundry was hard work.  Water had to be pulled up from the well, 
boiled in the big iron pot over an outdoor fire, and then clothes were dropped 
in to soak.  Next, pioneers used the wash boards and lye soap to scrub the 
wet clothes clean of  stains. Lye soap was homemade from leftover cooking 
fats mixed with lye created from running water through wood ashes. The 
strong soap was used for cleaning dishes and clothes, while also used for 
bathing. After scrubbing, the clothes were placed in the big pot once again 
for rinsing.  Wet laundry was placed over shrubs and bushes to dry.

Pioneers never wasted anything. If  you were a pioneer child, your clothing 
may have been made from a big brother or big sister’s outgrown clothes.  
Maybe your Dad’s torn shirt was cut down to your size. Sometimes baking 
flour was bought in town in colorful, cloth bags.  The bags were not thrown 
away; they were made into clothing.  When a shirt could not be used by 
another family member, the shirt was cut into squares to make quilts or 
cut into strips to make rag rugs.  You will see a rag rug upstairs. Nothing 
was thrown away or wasted by the pioneers.

The yucca plant was a native 
plant.  It was perfect for 
hanging clothes on to dry 
because the spiky leaves kept 
the clothes from blowing 
away.

Clothes had to be ironed to 
get the wrinkles out. Look at 
all the different irons.  They 
were heated on the stove and 
rubbed on wrinkled clothes. 
This ironing board was hand 
made out of  wood. Ironing 
was hot work!

Remain in the kitchen……



After 1900, many families bought an icebox like this one in the corner.  What appliance in your kitchen 
does it remind you of ?  Yes, it was like a refrigerator. Every day a block of  ice had to be put in the 
icebox in order to keep food cool. Someone had to go all the way to Barton Springs by horse or by foot 
to Rabb’s Icehouse or to Andrew Zilker’s Southwestern Ice Company and buy a 50 pound block of  ice 
for the box.  The big block of  ice cost 15 cents, and it had to be rushed home before it melted. 
Sometimes the ice would be melted down to half  it size on the trip home. 15 cents was a lot of  money 
back then and many families couldn’t afford iceboxes or blocks of  ice. The ice tongs like the ones here 
were used to pick up the heavy blocks of  ice.  Families would shave some of  the ice off  the block and 
pour homemade fruit syrup over the saved ice.  What treat does this remind you of ?  Snowcones were 
enjoyed even in the olden days. Does the name Zilker sound familiar to you?  Our Zilker Park was 
named after Andrew Zilker’s family. 

Students take a picture of  the following things: 
• Something in the kitchen that you have no idea of  its purpose 
• Something in the kitchen that is similar to a thing we still use 

today

The upstairs space is tight.  Take a group of  10 to 12 students at a time upstairs. Those waiting can sit 
at the picnic tables located next to the house or can wait on the upstairs porch.



Beds were usually carved out of  
wood by someone in the family. 
Mattresses were homemade and 
stuffed with cotton grown on the 
farm or from feathers. The ropes 
kept the mattress in place. The 
ropes had to be tightened to keep 
the mattress from sagging. Have 
you heard of  the phrase “Sleep 
tight, don’t let the bedbugs bite?” 
The “bedbug” was a bed wrench 
used to tighten the ropes on the 
bed. This phrase was a warning to 
not pinch your fingers with the 
wrench. 

This is called a Franklin 
stove.  Can you guess 
who was the inventor?  
Benjamin Franklin 
invented the stove in 
1742.  It is a metal 
fireplace that provides 
more heat and less 
smoke than a real 
fireplace.  

This is a loom. The yarn 
from the spinning wheel 
was woven on the loom to 
make fabric for clothing.  
Have you heard of  the 
term “homespun?” This 
is the process the 
pioneers went through to 
make cloth. Notice the 
rag rug on the floor 
made from remnants of  
cloth from old 
clothing….nothing was 
wasted.

Remain upstairs……

This is the bedroom.  Many family members would have shared this room. 
Some family members would have slept on the porch or down in the living 
room.  



• Think of  your daily routine of  getting ready in the morning. How 
would things change without having running water in your house? 

• The chamber pot (bottom of  stand) was used when pioneers woke 
up at night and had to go to the restroom. It was too dark, and 
sometimes too cold, to go outside to the outhouse. They used the 
chamber pot as their toilet. In the morning, it had to be emptied 
and cleaned. 

• The wash basin (top of  stand) was used  for washing and cleaning 
up without having to go to the creek to bathe or having to haul 
water from the creek to fill up a large tub. 

Remain upstairs….

These are the clothes of  a pioneer family.  They are 
handmade of  cotton because cotton was a natural 
resource. Each member of  the family might only have 
one or two outfits to wear.  Pioneer families did not 
have a closet full of  clothes.  A pair of  work clothes 
and a pair of  Sunday clothes were all that were 
needed.



Students take a picture of  the 
following: 
• Something you found interesting 
• Something homemade by a pioneer

This cradle would have been handmade for a baby 
in the family. Woodcarving was a skill many 
pioneers had in order to make things a family 
needed.  Notice all of  the dolls in the cradle.  Do 
they look like store bought dolls?  No, they were 
handmade from materials found in nature or 
from old pieces of  clothing no longer needed by 
the family.

Notice the glass dish in the center of  the end table.  
Do you see the hole on top of  the dish?  What do you 
think this dish was used for?  It was called a “hair 
dish.”  Ladies would clean their hair brushes out 
and save the hair in this dish.  They would later use 
the hair as fillers when they were fashioning their 
hair.



Destination Eanes Rock Schoolhouse & Eanes Chapel:  
• Use your teacher badge to enter the security gate located behind 

the Eanes Marshall House.  
• Walk up the sidewalk, maybe 50 feet 
• The Rock Schoolhouse will be on your left 
• The Eanes Chapel will be the half  brick, half  rock building 

further up the sidewalk on the left 

Destination Eanes Cemetery or Eanes History Center: 
• Use your teacher badge to enter the security gate behind the 

Eanes Marshall House 
• Walk up the sidewalk and exit the security gate on the right 
• Eanes Cemetery is located across the parking lot 
• Eanes History Center gate is located at the back of  the Eanes 

Cemetery on the left

Back gate in cemeteryCemetery

Eanes Chapel (Art Rooms)

Eanes Rock Schoolhouse (Music Rooms)
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